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Working with Artificial Intelligence (AI) as Pastor, Bible Teacher, 
or for personal study. 

 

 

1. Introduction 
Artificial intelligence (AI) is used everywhere these days and it is hard to imagine life 
without it. Many see AI as something threatening and certainly not as a "tool" that 
would be suitable for preparing a sermon, Bible lesson or personal Bible study, for 
example.  

However, just as a pastor cannot do without a Word Concordance, various Bible 
translations, biblical dictionaries or commentaries, AI can hardly be done without 
today. The following article would like to show how - despite all the limitations that AI 
still has today - it can be used eƯectively. 

2. Some information to get you started 
a) ChatGPT was first introduced by OpenAI in November 2022. Since then, users 

have created over 3 million custom versions of ChatGPT. Over 92% of Fortune 500 
companies are using ChatGPT to improve their eƯiciency. 

b) GPT (Generative Pre-trained Transformer) is a type of language model developed 
by OpenAI. OpenAI is the organization that creates and maintains these models. In 
essence, OpenAI is the company, while GPT refers to the specific technology they 
have developed. 

c) ChatGPT is available for a wide variety of applications. I will limit myself here to the 
free GPT-4 version which can be accessed via the following link: 
https://chat.openai.com/ 

d) ChatGPT can be used in many languages, including English, Afrikaans and 
German. 

e) ChatGPT allows Word documents to be uploaded and translated. 

f) ChatGPT allows written and spoken texts if speech recognition is enabled. 

g) Meta.AI is another program that oƯers further applications with the help of AI, 
such as creating images. These images are created using a technology called 
"text-to-image" and are free from copyright restrictions. Examples of such images 
follow at the end. Meta.AI can be accessed via the following link: 
https://www.meta.ai/  

3. Necessary warnings 
a) Don't believe everything ChatGPT writes. Some information is pure fiction. "Test all 

things; hold fast what is good." (1 Thessalonians 5:21).  [APPENDIX 1] 

b) ChatGPT's answers are often a great simplification and are no substitute for 
scientific literature or good reference books or websites. 

c) Do not misuse ChatGPT as a substitute for your own Bible study or sermon 
preparation. ChatGPT can write you a whole sermon, but whether it is inspired by 
the Holy Spirit and speaks to people's hearts is questionable. [APPENDIX 2] 
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4. ChatGPT oƯers this help to pastors. 
a) Sermon Preparation 

• Idea Generation: ChatGPT can help brainstorm sermon topics and ideas. 
• Research: It can assist in gathering biblical references, theological insights, 

and historical context. 
• Outline Creation: ChatGPT can help draft outlines and structure sermons. 
• Scripture Interpretation: It can provide diƯerent interpretations and 

explanations of biblical passages. 

b) Pastoral Care 
• Counselling Scenarios: ChatGPT can oƯer suggestions for handling diƯerent 

pastoral care situations. 
• Encouragement and Support: It can generate comforting and supportive 

messages for congregants. 
• Prayer Writing: ChatGPT can help write personalized prayers for various 

occasions and needs. 

c) Bible Study and Teaching 
• Lesson Plans: It can assist in creating lesson plans for Bible studies and 

Sunday school. 
• Discussion Questions: ChatGPT can generate thought-provoking questions 

to encourage group discussions. 
• Clarification: It can help explain complex theological concepts in simple 

terms. 

d) Communication 
• Newsletters and Announcements: ChatGPT can draft church newsletters, 

announcements, and bulletins. 
• Social Media: It can help create engaging content for the church’s social 

media platforms. 
• Emails and Letters: ChatGPT can assist in writing formal and informal 

communications to the congregation. 

e) Event Planning 
• Organizing Events: It can provide ideas and help plan church events, 

services, and community outreach programs. 
• Invitations and Promotional Materials: ChatGPT can draft invitations, flyers, 

and promotional content. 

f) Administrative Tasks 
• Policy Documents: It can help draft church policies, procedures, and 

guidelines. 
• Meeting Agendas: ChatGPT can assist in preparing agendas for church 

meetings and committees. 

g) Personal Development 
• Theological Reflection: It can aid in personal theological reflection and study. 
• Spiritual Disciplines: ChatGPT can suggest resources and practices for 

spiritual growth and self-care. 

h) Translations and Multilingual Support 
• Language Assistance: For multilingual congregations, ChatGPT can assist 

with translations of sermons, hymns, and other church materials into 
diƯerent languages, such as Afrikaans. 

• Cultural Context: It can provide insights into cultural contexts to better 
connect with diverse congregants.  
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5. The following are concrete examples of how ChatGPT can help pastors 
in their theological work and every believer in their Bible study. 

a) Keyword concordance 
You are looking for a specific Bible verse but don 't know where it is. The usual 
word concordances expect correct information, otherwise they will not find the 
verse. ChatGPT, however, also helps with approximate information. [APPENDIX 3] 

b) DiƯerent Translations 
ChatGPT allows you to compare Bible verses in diƯerent translations.  [APPENDIX 
4] 

c) Synoptic text comparison 
ChatGPT allows a text comparison of two reports and highlights the diƯerences. 
For example, the story of the feeding of the five thousand, which we find in 
Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17 and John 6:1-15. [APPENDIX 5] 

d) Commentary on individual Bible verses or a Bible passage 
For example, how does Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible interpret the Bible verse 
Matthew 19:21? [APPENDIX 6] 

e) Contemporary information 
For example, what do we know about the tax collectors at the time of Jesus and 
which contemporary historians report about them? [APPENDIX 7] 
Another example, what distinguished the Pharisees from the Sadducees? 
[APPENDIX 8] 
Another example, What do we know about the Maccabees? [APPENDIX 9] 

f) Historical information 
For example, what were Claudius' reasons for ordering all Jews to leave Rome? 
[APPENDIX 10] 

g) Outlines for a specific Bible text 
For example, a short outline on James 4:13-17. [APPENDIX 11] 

h) A character description of the person 
For example, the character traits of the disciple and apostle Peter. [APPENDIX 12] 

i) World political events at the time of biblical accounts 
For example, world events which took place during the time of King David.  
[APPENDIX 13] 

j) Creation of a Bible quiz 
20 questions for an adult Bible quiz on the book of Acts with 3 alternative answers 
each. [APPENDIX 14] 

k) A poem that rhymes about a Bible text. 
For example, a poem about Psalm 23. [APPENDIX 15] 

l) A particular timeline of a person. 
For example, of the apostle Paul. [APPENDIX 16]  
It should always be noted that there may be deviating declarations. 
Therefore, other reliable sources should always be consulted for 
comparison. 
 

! 
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m) Archaeological Information 
For example, archaeological evidence about the Pool of Siloah. [APPENDIX 17]  

n) Web links to information, e.g. maps of the Bible . [APPENDIX 18]  

o) A short summary of a book. [APPENDIX 19]  
For example, a summary of Dietrich BonhoeƯer's most influential book "The Cost 
of Discipleship".  

p) Explain complex theological concepts in simple terms with diƯerent 
positions. [APPENDIX 20] 
For example, the doctrine of purgatory. 

q) Explain dogmatic terms in an easily understandable way. [APPENDIX 21] 
Explain the Trinity to a 5-year-old, a 16-year-old and a 30-year-old person. 

r) Quickly find the text of a poem or song. [APPENDIX 22] 
For example, the lyrics to the hymn "Amazing Grace". 

s) Sermon topics and ideas with biblical references. [APPENDIX 23] 
For example, outlines with biblical references on the topics of wealth and money. 

t) Comprehensive Bible lesson outline 
For example, on the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7). [APPENDIX 24] 
 

 
And here some examples what you can do with Meta.AI: 
Create a picture according to instructions, for example: 

 

● “Image of many hands in a heart shape” 

● “Image of a creamy cappuccino” 

● “Image of a man looking through a binocular up 
to mountains”. 

● “Modern man sitting on the snail riding on water.” 
 

oOoOo 
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Appendix 1 
 
ChatGPT 
 

Me:  What is „Stadtmission Johannesburg“? 
 

ChatGPT 
The Stadtmission Johannesburg is a non-profit organization based in Johannesburg, 
South Africa. Their mission is to provide support and resources to vulnerable individuals 
and communities, including the homeless, refugees, and those aƯected by poverty and 
inequality. 

They oƯer a range of services, including: 

- Emergency shelter and accommodation 
- Food and nutrition programs 
- Counselling and psycho-social support 
- Education and skills development 
- Healthcare services 

Stadtmission Johannesburg also advocates for social justice and human rights and works 
to raise awareness about social issues aƯecting the community. 

If you're looking for more information or ways to get involved, you can visit their website or 
contact them directly. Would you like me to provide their contact details? 

 

Me: Stadtmission Johannesburg is a church. 

 

ChatGPT 
Thank you for the correction! I apologize for the mistake. Yes, Stadtmission Johannesburg 
is indeed a church, not a non-profit organization as I previously mentioned. I strive to 
provide accurate information, but sometimes my training data may be limited or 
outdated. Thank you for bringing this to my attention, and please let me know if you have 
any other questions! 
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Appendix 2 
 
ChatGPT 
 
Sermon on John 3:16 
 
Introduction: 
Good morning, beloved congregation. Today, we turn our hearts and minds to one of the 
most profound and beloved verses in the Bible: John 3:16. This verse encapsulates the 
essence of the Christian faith, summarizing the gospel in a single, powerful sentence. Let 
us read it together: 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
 
1. The Love of God: 
The verse begins with the words, "For God so loved the world." This is the foundation of 
our faith—God's immense, unending love for all creation. It is not a conditional love 
based on our actions or worthiness. It is a love that transcends our understanding, a love 
that reaches out to every corner of the world, to every person, regardless of their past or 
present. 
 
God's love is active and purposeful. It is not passive or indiƯerent. It moves God to act, to 
intervene in human history in the most dramatic way possible. This love is not just an 
emotion; it is a commitment and a promise. 
 
2. The Gift of His Son: 
"He gave his one and only Son." The ultimate expression of God's love is the gift of His 
Son, Jesus Christ. This gift is unparalleled and unimaginable. Jesus, who is God Himself, 
took on human flesh, lived among us, and ultimately sacrificed His life for us. 
 
This act of giving is the ultimate sacrifice. It shows the depth of God's love and the extent 
He would go to restore our relationship with Him. Jesus' life, death, and resurrection are 
the pivotal events in history that oƯer us redemption and reconciliation with God. 
 
3. The Call to Believe: 
"That whoever believes in him." The promise of eternal life is available to all, but it 
requires a response—belief. Belief in Jesus is more than just intellectual assent; it is a 
trust and reliance on Him as our Savior and Lord. It means accepting His sacrifice on our 
behalf and committing our lives to follow Him. 
 
Belief in Jesus transforms us. It is the beginning of a new life, a life lived in relationship 
with God. This belief is a personal decision, one that each of us must make. It is an 
invitation open to everyone, regardless of background, nationality, or past mistakes. 
 
4. The Promise of Eternal Life: 
"Shall not perish but have eternal life." The culmination of God's love and our belief is the 
promise of eternal life. This is not just life after death, but a quality of life that begins now 
and continues forever. It is a life lived in the presence of God, experiencing His love, 
peace, and joy. 
 
Eternal life is the ultimate hope for Christians. It gives us assurance and confidence, 
knowing that our future is secure in God's hands. It also shapes how we live our lives 
today, encouraging us to live with purpose, love, and hope. 
 



 
© Martin Frische, Artificial Intelligence (AI) – Page 8 

Conclusion: 
John 3:16 is a verse that captures the heart of the gospel. It speaks of God's incredible 
love, the gift of His Son, the call to believe, and the promise of eternal life. As we reflect 
on this verse, let us remember the depth of God's love for us and the incredible sacrifice 
He made. Let us also respond in faith, trusting in Jesus and committing our lives to follow 
Him. 
 
May this verse inspire us to live lives that reflect God's love to the world around us. Let us 
share this good news with others, inviting them to experience the life-changing love of 
God through Jesus Christ. 
 
Amen. 
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Appendix 3 
 
ChatGPT 
 
The phrase "Go away, I am a sinner!" or a variation of it is attributed to Simon Peter in the 
Bible. This occurs in the Gospel of Luke, specifically in Luke 5:8. Here is the context: 

After Jesus performs the miracle of the great catch of fish, Simon Peter realizes the divine 
nature of Jesus and overwhelmed by his own unworthiness, says: 

 

Luke 5:8 (NIV): 

"When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, 'Go away from me, Lord; I 
am a sinful man!'" 

This expression of humility and recognition of his sinfulness reflects Peter's deep 
awareness of Jesus' holiness. 
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Appendix 4 
 
ChatGPT 
 
Sure, here is Luke 5:8 in several diƯerent translations: 

 

1. New International Version (NIV): 

   "When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, 'Go away from me, Lord; I 
am a sinful man!'" 

 

2. King James Version (KJV): 

   "When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, 'Depart from me; for I am 
a sinful man, O Lord.'" 

 

3. English Standard Version (ESV): 

   "But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, 'Depart from me, for I 
am a sinful man, O Lord.'" 

 

4. New Living Translation (NLT): 

   "When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus and 
said, 'Oh, Lord, please leave me—I’m such a sinful man.'" 

 

5. New American Standard Bible (NASB): 

   "But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, 'Go away from me, 
Lord, for I am a sinful man!'" 

 

6. Christian Standard Bible (CSB): 

   "When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, 'Go away from me, 
because I’m a sinful man, Lord!'" 

 

7. The Message (MSG): 

   "Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell to his knees before Jesus. 'Master, leave. I’m a sinner 
and can’t handle this holiness. Leave me to myself.'" 

 

These translations oƯer a range of phrasings, all conveying Simon Peter's profound 
recognition of his own sinfulness in the presence of Jesus' divine power.  
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Appendix 5 
 
ChatGPT 
 
The biblical story of the feeding of the five thousand is found in all four Gospels: Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. Here are the references: 

1. Matthew 14:13-21 
2. Mark 6:30-44 
3. Luke 9:10-17 
4. John 6:1-15 

DiƯerences in the Accounts 

1. Context and Setting: 
• Matthew: The story follows the beheading of John the Baptist. Jesus withdraws by 

boat to a solitary place, but the crowds follow Him. 
• Mark: Similar to Matthew, the story follows the disciples' return from a mission. 

Jesus and His disciples attempt to find rest, but the crowds anticipate their arrival. 
• Luke: The disciples return from their mission, and Jesus takes them to Bethsaida. 

The crowds learn of their destination and follow. 
• John: This account is tied to the time of the Passover festival. Jesus goes up on a 

mountainside with His disciples, and a large crowd follows because of the signs 
He had performed by healing the sick. 

2. Details of the Miracle: 
• Matthew: The disciples suggest sending the crowd away to buy food. Jesus 

instructs them to give the crowd something to eat. Five loaves and two fish are 
brought to Him, which He blesses, breaks, and gives to the disciples to distribute. 

• Mark: Similar to Matthew, but includes the detail that Jesus had the people sit 
down in groups on the green grass. Mark emphasizes Jesus’ compassion as He 
saw the crowd as sheep without a shepherd. 

• Luke: Includes the detail of the setting being near Bethsaida. Jesus has the crowd 
sit in groups of about fifty. 

• John: Provides the most detail about the dialogue between Jesus and His 
disciples, particularly Philip and Andrew. It also notes that Jesus Himself knew 
what He was going to do. 

3. Emphasis and Theological Insights: 
• Matthew: Focuses on Jesus' compassion and the miraculous provision. 
• Mark: Emphasizes the teaching aspect of Jesus and His role as the shepherd of the 

people. 
• Luke: Highlights the practical organization of the groups and the miracle's 

demonstration of Jesus’ power and provision. 
• John: Connects the miracle to the theme of Jesus as the Bread of Life, leading into 

the Bread of Life discourse later in the chapter. John also mentions that the people 
wanted to make Jesus king by force after witnessing the miracle. 

 
Each account provides unique details and perspectives, contributing to a fuller 
understanding of the event and its significance in the ministry of Jesus. 
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Appendix 6 
 
ChatGPT 
 
Searching the web... 

John Gill's interpretation of Matthew 19:21 highlights that Jesus’ instruction to the rich 
young man to "sell what you have and give to the poor" was meant as a specific test for 
him. This command was not a general requirement for all believers but tailored to 
address the young man’s particular spiritual shortcoming—his attachment to wealth. 

Gill points out that Jesus’ challenge was designed to reveal the young man’s lack of 
genuine commitment to God, as his wealth was a significant obstacle in his spiritual life. 
The act of selling his possessions and giving to the poor was intended to help him achieve 
moral perfection by overcoming his material attachments and demonstrating true charity. 
Furthermore, this directive also underscored the principle of absolute self-denial and full 
devotion to Christ, which is necessary for spiritual completeness and eternal life. 

Other interpretations, such as those from the Bridgeway Bible Commentary and 
CoƯman's Commentaries, echo this sentiment, emphasizing that Jesus’ command was a 
way to help the young man understand his reliance on material wealth and his need for 
humility and dependence on God for eternal life. 

For more in-depth analysis, you can refer to the commentary on BibleStudyTools and 
StudyLight【30†source】【31†source】【32†source】 
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Appendix 7 
 
ChatGPT 
 
Apart from the Bible, there are a few references to tax collectors at the time of Jesus from 
other sources, including contemporary historians. One of the most notable historians 
from that time period is Flavius Josephus, a first-century Jewish historian. Josephus 
provides some insights into the role and perception of tax collectors in Jewish society. 

 

1. Josephus: 

   - In Jewish Antiquities 17.2.4, Josephus mentions a tax collector named Mannaeus, 
who was involved in a conflict that led to violence in Jerusalem. This incident highlights 
the tensions between tax collectors and the Jewish population. 

   - In The Jewish War 2.14.8, Josephus describes how the Roman governor Florus 
plundered the city of Jerusalem and appointed tax collectors who were known for their 
corruption and cruelty. 

 

2. Rabbinic Literature: 

   - The Mishnah, a collection of Jewish oral traditions compiled in the 2nd century AD, 
mentions tax collectors in several places, such as in Baba Kamma 10:5, which discusses 
the liability of stolen goods in the possession of tax collectors. 

 

3. Roman Sources: 

   - Roman writers such as Suetonius and Tacitus refer to tax collectors in the broader 
context of Roman administration. While they do not provide detailed information about 
tax collectors in Judea specifically, their writings oƯer insights into Roman taxation 
practices and administration in general. 

 

4. Archaeological Evidence: 

   - Archaeological findings, such as tax receipts and inscriptions, provide some indirect 
evidence of the activities of tax collectors in the region during that time period. 

 

Overall, these sources suggest that tax collectors in Judea during the time of Jesus were 
often seen as collaborators with the Roman authorities and were generally despised by 
the Jewish population for their perceived corruption and exploitation. 
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Appendix 8 
 
ChatGPT 
 
The Pharisees and the Sadducees were two prominent religious sects in ancient Judaism, 
particularly during the Second Temple period (516 BCE - 70 CE). While both groups were 
part of Jewish society and shared some beliefs, there were key diƯerences that 
distinguished them: 

 

1. Beliefs and Practices: 

   - Pharisees: The Pharisees were known for their strict adherence to Jewish law, including 
the Torah and the Oral Law (oral traditions and interpretations of the written Law). They 
believed in the resurrection of the dead, the existence of angels and spirits, and the 
concept of free will. 

   - Sadducees: The Sadducees, on the other hand, were more conservative in their 
religious beliefs and practices. They rejected the Oral Law and adhered strictly to the 
written Torah. Unlike the Pharisees, the Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection of 
the dead, angels, or spirits. They also believed in the concept of predestination. 

 

2. Social Status: 

   - Pharisees: The Pharisees were more closely aligned with the common people and were 
seen as advocates for the masses. They were often respected for their knowledge of the 
law and their piety. 

   - Sadducees: The Sadducees were generally associated with the upper class and the 
priestly aristocracy. They held significant political power, particularly within the Temple 
hierarchy. 

 

3. Political Views: 

   - Pharisees: The Pharisees were more focused on religious and legal matters and were 
not as involved in political aƯairs. They were critical of the Roman occupation but 
generally advocated for peaceful coexistence. 

   - Sadducees: The Sadducees were more politically active and often collaborated with 
the Roman authorities to maintain their position and influence. They were seen as more 
accommodating to Roman rule. 

 

4. View of the Temple: 

   - Pharisees: The Pharisees respected the Temple and its rituals but placed greater 
emphasis on personal piety and adherence to the law. 

   - Sadducees: The Sadducees were more closely associated with the Temple and its 
practices. They held key positions within the Temple hierarchy and were responsible for 
overseeing its operations. 

 

Despite these diƯerences, both groups played significant roles in Jewish society and 
religious life during the Second Temple period. Their beliefs and practices helped shape 
the development of Judaism as it is known today. 
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Appendix 9 
 
ChatGPT 
 
The Maccabees were a Jewish family who led a rebellion against the Seleucid Empire in 
the 2nd century BCE, resulting in the establishment of the Hasmonean dynasty in Judea. 
Here are some key points about the Maccabees: 

 

1. Origin: The Maccabees were descendants of the priest Mattathias, who lived in the 
town of Modi'in. The rebellion was sparked by Mattathias and his sons, particularly Judah 
Maccabee (Judah the Hammer). 

 

2. Revolt: The revolt began in 167 BCE when Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the Seleucid king, 
attempted to impose Hellenistic practices on the Jewish population, including the 
worship of Greek gods. Mattathias and his sons refused to comply and led a rebellion 
against the Seleucid forces. 

 

3. Military Success: Despite being vastly outnumbered and facing superior military 
forces, the Maccabees achieved several military victories. Judah Maccabee's leadership 
and military tactics were instrumental in these successes. 

 

4. Rededication of the Temple: One of the most significant events of the Maccabean 
revolt was the rededication of the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem, which had been 
desecrated by the Seleucids. This event is commemorated by the Jewish holiday of 
Hanukkah. 

 

5. Establishment of the Hasmonean Dynasty: The Maccabees' victory led to the 
establishment of the Hasmonean dynasty, with Judah Maccabee's brothers assuming 
leadership roles. The Hasmonean rulers served as both kings and high priests of Judea for 
several generations. 

 

6. Legacy: The Maccabean revolt is celebrated as a symbol of Jewish resistance against 
oppression and the preservation of Jewish identity and religion. The Maccabees are often 
regarded as heroes in Jewish history. 

 

7. Literary Sources: The primary historical sources for the Maccabean revolt are the 
books of 1 Maccabees and 2 Maccabees, which are included in the Catholic and Eastern 
Orthodox canons of the Bible but are considered apocryphal by most Protestant 
denominations. These books provide detailed accounts of the Maccabean revolt and its 
aftermath. 

Overall, the Maccabees played a crucial role in Jewish history, particularly in preserving 
Jewish religious and cultural identity during a time of external threat and persecution. 
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Appendix 10 

 
ChatGPT 
 
The exact reasons for Claudius' expulsion of Jews from Rome are not explicitly stated in 
historical sources, including the works of Suetonius and the New Testament. However, 
there are several theories and interpretations based on the available evidence: 

 

1. Disturbances and Unrest: Suetonius mentions that Claudius expelled Jews from 
Rome because of disturbances caused by a certain "Chrestus." This could refer to 
conflicts among Jews in Rome over the identity of the Messiah (with "Chrestus" possibly 
being a misspelling of "Christ"), which may have led to unrest and disturbances that 
Claudius sought to quell. 

 

2. Political or Religious Tensions: There may have been political or religious tensions 
within the Jewish community in Rome, possibly related to disagreements over religious 
beliefs or practices. Claudius may have seen the expulsion as a way to maintain order 
and stability in the city. 

 

3. Economic Motives: Some scholars suggest that economic factors may have played a 
role, with tensions arising from competition between Jewish and non-Jewish residents of 
Rome in various trades or economic activities. Expelling the Jews may have been seen as 
a way to alleviate these tensions. 

 

4. Pressure from Non-Jewish Residents: It's also possible that non-Jewish residents of 
Rome exerted pressure on Claudius to expel the Jews, either due to economic 
competition, cultural diƯerences, or other factors. 

 

Overall, while the exact reasons for Claudius' expulsion of Jews from Rome are not 
definitively known, it appears to have been a response to some form of unrest or tension 
within the Jewish community or between Jews and non-Jews in the city. 
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Appendix 11 
 
ChatGPT 
 
Sermon Outline: "Living in God's Will: A Lesson from James 4:13-17" 

 

1. Introduction 

   - Brief overview of the passage focusing on the theme of planning without considering 
God's will. 

 

2. Verse 13: Warning Against Presumptuous Planning 

   - Exhortation against making plans without acknowledging God's sovereignty. 

 

3. Verses 14-15: Acknowledging God's Sovereignty 

   - Illustration of life's uncertainty and the need to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will do 
this or that." 

 

4. Verses 16-17: Condemnation of Arrogance 

   - Warning against boasting in arrogance and pride, which is ultimately sinful. 

 

5. Application 

   - Encouragement to approach life with humility, seeking God's guidance in our plans. 

 

6. Conclusion 

   - Call to live in alignment with God's will, submitting our plans to His sovereignty. 
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Appendix 12 
 
ChatGPT 
 
Peter, also known as Simon Peter, was one of Jesus' closest disciples and a prominent 
figure in the early Christian church. His character traits, as depicted in the Bible, include: 

 

1. Boldness: Peter was known for his bold and outspoken nature. He often took the lead 
among the disciples and was willing to speak up, even when others remained silent 
(Matthew 16:16-18, Acts 2:14-41). 

 

2. Impulsiveness: Peter was also known for his impulsiveness, sometimes acting or 
speaking before fully considering the consequences. For example, he famously 
attempted to walk on water to Jesus (Matthew 14:28-31) and later cut oƯ the ear of the 
high priest's servant during Jesus' arrest (John 18:10). 

 

3. Faith: Despite his moments of doubt and fear, Peter demonstrated great faith in Jesus. 
He was the first disciple to recognize Jesus as the Messiah (Matthew 16:16) and later 
declared his loyalty to Jesus, even unto death (Matthew 26:33-35). 

 

4. Loyalty: Peter's loyalty to Jesus was evident throughout his life. He was willing to follow 
Jesus wherever he went (Matthew 19:27), and he stood by Jesus' side, albeit at a distance, 
during his trial and crucifixion (Matthew 26:58, John 18:15-18, 25-27). 

 

5. Repentance: Peter's life was also marked by moments of failure and repentance. He 
famously denied Jesus three times, as Jesus had predicted (Matthew 26:69-75), but he 
later wept bitterly and sought forgiveness (Luke 22:61-62). 

 

6. Leadership: After Jesus' resurrection, Peter emerged as a leader among the disciples 
and played a key role in the early church. He preached boldly on the day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2) and was instrumental in the spread of Christianity. 

 

7. Humility: Despite his prominent role, Peter remained humble and acknowledged his 
own weaknesses. He referred to himself as a "fellow elder" and urged others to clothe 
themselves with humility (1 Peter 5:1-5). 

 

Overall, Peter's character was complex, with a mix of strengths and weaknesses. He was 
a flawed but deeply devoted follower of Jesus, whose life serves as a powerful example of 
faith, repentance, and perseverance. 
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King David ruled over the ancient Kingdom of Israel roughly from around 1010 BCE to 970 
BCE. During his reign, several significant world events occurred: 

 

1. Egyptian Expansion: Egypt, under the rule of the 21st and 22nd dynasties, was 
experiencing a period of expansion and influence in the region. However, there is no 
direct evidence of conflict between Egypt and Israel during David's reign. 

 

2. Hittite Decline: The Hittite Empire, which had been a major power in the region, was in 
decline during David's time. This decline likely contributed to the power vacuum that 
allowed Israel to expand its territory. 

 

3. Assyrian Rise: The Assyrian Empire began to rise to power during the later part of 
David's reign. While Assyria did not pose a direct threat to Israel during David's lifetime, it 
would become a major power in the region in the following centuries. 

 

4. Phoenician Influence: The Phoenician city-states, known for their seafaring and trade, 
were influential in the Mediterranean region. David established friendly relations with the 
Phoenicians, particularly with King Hiram of Tyre, who assisted David in building his 
palace. 

 

5. Iron Age Transition: David's reign coincided with the transition from the Bronze Age to 
the Iron Age in the Levant. This transition brought significant changes in technology, 
economy, and warfare. 

 

6. Cultural and Religious Developments: David's reign was a time of cultural and 
religious development in Israel. He established Jerusalem as the political and religious 
capital of Israel, and he is traditionally credited with composing many of the Psalms, 
which are central to Jewish and Christian worship. 

 

Overall, David's reign was a time of significant change and development in the ancient 
Near East, with Israel emerging as a regional power under his leadership. 
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1. Who wrote the book of Acts? 
   A) Paul 
   B) Luke 
   C) Peter 
 
2. What event marked the beginning of the church as described in Acts? 
   A) Jesus' ascension 
   B) Pentecost 
   C) Paul's conversion 
 
3. Where did the disciples receive the Holy Spirit? 
   A) Jerusalem 
   B) Galilee 
   C) Samaria 
 
4. Who was the first martyr of the Christian church, as recorded in Acts? 
   A) Stephen 
   B) Paul 
   C) Peter 
 
5. What miraculous event occurred on the day of Pentecost as described in Acts? 
   A) Speaking in tongues 
   B) Healing of the sick 
   C) Raising the dead 
 
6. Who was the apostle Paul's companion on his missionary journeys? 
   A) Timothy 
   B) Barnabas 
   C) Silas 
 
7. What city was Paul traveling to when he had a dramatic conversion experience? 
   A) Damascus 
   B) Rome 
   C) Corinth 
 
8. Who was the Roman centurion who became a follower of Jesus in Acts? 
   A) Cornelius 
   B) Titus 
   C) Felix 
 
9. What was the name of the sorcerer who tried to hinder Paul's ministry in Cyprus? 
   A) Barabbas 
   B) Elymas 
   C) Demetrius 
 
10. Who was the first Gentile convert to Christianity, as recorded in Acts? 
    A) Cornelius 
    B) Lydia 
    C) Philip 
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11. What city did Paul and Silas visit where they were thrown into prison but were later 
freed by an earthquake? 
    A) Ephesus 
    B) Philippi 
    C) Athens 
 
12. Who was the Philippian jailer who became a believer after an earthquake freed Paul 
and Silas? 
    A) Titus 
    B) Silas 
    C) Onesimus 
 
13. What did Peter see in a vision that led him to realize the gospel was also for the 
Gentiles? 
    A) A sheet with unclean animals 
    B) A bright light 
    C) A voice from heaven 
 
14. Who was the king before whom Paul made his defence in Acts 26? 
    A) Herod Agrippa II 
    B) Herod Antipas 
    C) Herod the Great 
 
15. What is the name of the ship that Paul sailed on during his journey to Rome? 
    A) Theophilus 
    B) Ephesus 
    C) Malta 
 
16. What island did Paul and the other passengers of the shipwreck end up on? 
    A) Cyprus 
    B) Crete 
    C) Malta 
 
17. What happened to Paul when he was bitten by a viper on the island of Malta? 
    A) He died 
    B) He was unharmed 
    C) He was healed by God 
 
18. Who was the governor of Judea who put Paul on trial in Acts? 
    A) Felix 
    B) Festus 
    C) Pilate 
 
19. What was the outcome of Paul's trial in Rome as recorded in Acts? 
    A) Acquittal 
    B) Imprisonment 
    C) Execution 
 
20. How did the book of Acts end? 
    A) With Paul's martyrdom 
    B) With Paul preaching in Rome 
    C) With Paul under house arrest 
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In pastures green, He leads me to rest, 
Beside the waters, His calmness blessed. 
My soul He restores, my fears He quells, 
In paths of righteousness, His love compels. 
 
Though shadows loom in death's dark vale, 
I fear no harm, His presence I hail. 
With rod and staƯ, He guides my way, 
In His care, I safely stay. 
 
A table He sets, my foes look on, 
Anointing my head, my cup overflown. 
Goodness and mercy, my constant friends, 
In God's house, my journey ends. 
 
His shepherd's love, forever sure, 
In His arms, I'm safe and secure. 
For the Lord is my shepherd, I'll never roam, 
In His grace, I find my home. 
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Here is a timeline of the life of the apostle Paul based on historical and biblical records: 
 
1. c. 5-10 AD: Born as Saul in Tarsus, in the Roman province of Cilicia (modern-day 
Turkey). 
 
2. c. 30-33 AD: Conversion on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-19). Saul encounters the 
risen Jesus and becomes a Christian. 
 
3. c. 33-36 AD: Retreat to Arabia and return to Damascus (Galatians 1:15-17). Paul 
spends time in Arabia, likely for spiritual reflection and study, before returning to 
Damascus. 
 
4. c. 36-37 AD: Escape from Damascus (Acts 9:23-25, 2 Corinthians 11:32-33). Paul flees 
Damascus due to persecution and goes to Jerusalem. 
 
5. c. 37-45 AD: Early ministry in Tarsus and Antioch (Acts 9:26-30, 11:25-26). Paul spends 
several years in Tarsus, then is brought to Antioch by Barnabas. 
 
6. c. 46-48 AD: First missionary journey (Acts 13-14). Paul and Barnabas travel to Cyprus 
and Asia Minor, preaching the Gospel and establishing churches. 
 
7. c. 49-52 AD: Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:1-35, Galatians 2:1-10). Paul and Barnabas go 
to Jerusalem to address the issue of circumcision and the inclusion of Gentiles in the 
church. 
 
8. c. 50-52 AD: Second missionary journey (Acts 15:36-18:22). Paul travels through Asia 
Minor and Greece, establishing churches in places like Philippi, Thessalonica, and 
Corinth. 
 
9. c. 53-57 AD: Third missionary journey (Acts 18:23-21:16). Paul revisits churches in Asia 
Minor and Greece, spending significant time in Ephesus. 
 
10. c. 57-59 AD: Arrest in Jerusalem and imprisonment in Caesarea (Acts 21:17-26:32). 
Paul is accused of bringing Gentiles into the temple and is arrested. 
 
11. c. 59-62 AD: Journey to Rome and first Roman imprisonment (Acts 27-28). Paul 
appeals to Caesar and is taken to Rome, where he spends two years under house arrest. 
 
12. c. 62-67 AD: Release from first Roman imprisonment and possible further travels. 
There is less certainty about Paul's activities during this period, but he may have travelled 
and continued to minister. 
 
13. c. 67 AD: Second Roman imprisonment and martyrdom. According to tradition, Paul 
is imprisoned again in Rome and is eventually martyred, likely under Emperor Nero. 
 
This timeline provides a rough outline of the major events in the life of the apostle Paul, 
based on biblical accounts and historical records. 
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The Pool of Siloam (also spelled Siloah or Silwan) is a site in Jerusalem mentioned in the 
Bible, particularly in the Gospel of John, where Jesus heals a blind man (John 9:1-12). 
Archaeological excavations have uncovered several features related to the Pool of 
Siloam: 
 
1. First Temple Period Pool: Archaeologists have identified a pool dating back to the First 
Temple period (10th-6th centuries BCE) near the presumed location of the Pool of Siloam 
mentioned in the Bible. This ancient pool was likely used by pilgrims for ritual purification 
before entering the Temple Mount. 
 
2. Second Temple Period Pool: The current Pool of Siloam, located in the Palestinian 
village of Silwan, is believed to have been constructed during the Second Temple period 
(5th century BCE - 1st century CE). This pool was likely used for ritual immersion and was 
fed by the Gihon Spring through a series of channels. 
 
3. Steps Leading to the Pool: Excavations have uncovered a set of ancient steps leading 
down to the Pool of Siloam, which may have been used by worshippers accessing the 
pool for ritual purification. 
 
4. Inscription Mentioning the Pool: In 2004, a significant archaeological discovery was 
made near the Pool of Siloam. A stone inscription dating to the 1st century CE was found, 
commemorating the construction of a water tunnel that brought water from the Gihon 
Spring to the Pool of Siloam. This inscription provides important historical context for the 
pool and the water system in ancient Jerusalem. 
 
Overall, archaeological evidence supports the existence of the Pool of Siloam during the 
Second Temple period, as described in the Bible. The pool served as an important 
religious and ceremonial site for the Jewish people, particularly for ritual purification 
before entering the Temple. 
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You can find detailed maps of biblical events on the following websites: 
 
1. Bible History Online - This website oƯers a variety of maps related to biblical events, 
including maps of the journeys of Abraham, Moses, and Paul, as well as maps of the 
kingdoms of Israel and Judah. 
   - Website: [Bible History Online - Maps](https://www.bible-history.com/maps/) 
 
2. Bible Atlas - The Bible Atlas website provides a collection of interactive maps that 
allow you to explore diƯerent regions and events mentioned in the Bible. The maps are 
detailed and include historical context. 
   - Website: [Bible Atlas](https://bibleatlas.org/) 
 
3. Bible Mapper - Bible Mapper is a software program that allows you to create custom 
maps of biblical events. The website oƯers free downloadable maps and additional 
resources for purchase. 
   - Website: [Bible Mapper](http://www.biblemapper.com/) 
 
4. Bible Odyssey - Bible Odyssey, a project of the Society of Biblical Literature, oƯers 
interactive maps and other resources related to biblical studies. The maps are well-
researched and provide detailed information. 
   - Website: [Bible Odyssey - Maps](https://www.bibleodyssey.org/tools/maps.aspx) 
 
5. Lumo Project - The Lumo Project oƯers a series of videos called "The Gospel of John" 
with detailed maps illustrating the events in the Gospel. The maps are integrated into the 
videos, providing a visual representation of the locations mentioned in the Gospel. 
   - Website: [Lumo Project - The Gospel of John](https://www.lumoproject.com/) 
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"Nachfolge," known in English as "The Cost of Discipleship," is one of Dietrich 
BonhoeƯer's most influential works. Here’s a summary of the key themes and ideas in the 
book: 
 
1. Cheap Grace vs. Costly Grace: 
   - BonhoeƯer contrasts "cheap grace," which he describes as grace without discipleship, 
without the cross, and without Jesus Christ, with "costly grace," which calls Christians to 
follow Jesus with full commitment, even to the point of suƯering and sacrifice. Costly 
grace demands a response and transformation in the believer’s life. 
 
2. The Call to Discipleship: 
   - BonhoeƯer emphasizes that when Jesus calls a person, He calls them to come and 
die, meaning that true discipleship involves a complete surrender to Christ. This includes 
leaving behind one's previous life and following Jesus’ teachings and example, no matter 
the personal cost. 
 
3. The Sermon on the Mount: 
   - BonhoeƯer gives an in-depth exposition of the Sermon on the Mount, arguing that 
Jesus’ teachings are meant to be taken literally and applied directly to the believer’s life. 
He insists that Christians are to live out these radical principles, such as loving enemies 
and turning the other cheek. 
 
4. Obedience and Faith: 
   - The book stresses the inseparable connection between faith and obedience. 
BonhoeƯer argues that one cannot exist without the other; true faith naturally leads to 
obedience to God’s commands. 
 
5. The Church and the World: 
   - BonhoeƯer discusses the role of the Church as a community of believers who live out 
their faith in the world. He believes the Church should be a visible manifestation of 
Christ’s presence and should act as a beacon of God’s kingdom in a fallen world. 
 
6. SuƯering and the Cross: 
   - A significant theme is the idea that following Jesus involves bearing one’s own cross, 
symbolizing a willingness to suƯer and face persecution for the sake of Christ. BonhoeƯer 
himself exemplified this belief, ultimately facing execution for his opposition to the Nazi 
regime. 
 
7. The Cost of Discipleship in Practice: 
   - Throughout the book, BonhoeƯer provides practical examples of what costly 
discipleship looks like in everyday life, urging believers to live out their faith authentically 
and courageously. 
 
"Nachfolge" remains a profound and challenging call to Christians to live out their faith 
with sincerity and dedication, reflecting BonhoeƯer’s own life of commitment to Christ 
and His teachings. 
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 Biblical Justifications for Purgatory 
 
1. 2 Maccabees 12:42-46: 
   - Although not part of the Protestant canon, this passage in the Deuterocanonical books 
is significant for Catholics. It describes Judas Maccabeus making atonement for the dead 
so that they might be delivered from their sin. This practice implies an intermediate state 
where the dead can be purified. 
 
2. 1 Corinthians 3:11-15: 
   - Paul speaks of a judgment where each person’s work will be tested by fire. If a person’s 
work survives, they will receive a reward; if it is burned up, they will suƯer loss but still be 
saved, “yet as through fire.” This is interpreted as a purification process after death. 
 
3. Matthew 12:32: 
   - Jesus mentions that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven “either in 
this age or in the age to come.” This suggests that some sins may be forgiven after death, 
implying an intermediate state. 
 
4. 1 Peter 1:6-7: 
   - Peter speaks of the faithful being tested by fire to prove the genuineness of their faith. 
This imagery is often linked to the idea of purgatorial purification. 
 
 Arguments Against Purgatory 
 
1. Lack of Direct Biblical Support: 
   - Critics argue that there is no explicit mention of Purgatory in the canonical books of the 
Bible. The primary scriptures cited by proponents can be interpreted in various ways, and 
the concept is not directly taught by Jesus or the apostles. 
 
2. Complete Salvation through Christ: 
   - Passages like Hebrews 10:10 and 14 emphasize that believers are sanctified and 
perfected by Christ’s sacrifice. The idea is that Jesus’ atonement is suƯicient for the 
forgiveness and cleansing of all sin, leaving no need for an additional purification 
process. 
 
3. Immediate Presence with God: 
   - Scriptures such as Luke 23:43, where Jesus tells the repentant thief on the cross, 
“Today you will be with me in paradise,” suggest an immediate transition to being with 
God after death, with no intermediate state of purification. 
 
4. No Need for Further Purification: 
   - Passages like 2 Corinthians 5:8, which expresses a desire to be “away from the body 
and at home with the Lord,” and Philippians 1:23, which speaks of departing and being 
with Christ, imply an immediate union with Christ after death for believers. 
 
5. Reformation Views: 
   - Protestant reformers like Martin Luther and John Calvin rejected Purgatory, 
emphasizing salvation by faith alone (sola fide) and the suƯiciency of Christ’s atonement. 
They argued that the doctrine of Purgatory undermines the completeness of Christ’s 
redemptive work. 
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 Conclusion 
 
The doctrine of Purgatory is primarily supported by certain interpretations of biblical texts 
and traditions within the Catholic Church, while arguments against it emphasize the 
completeness of Christ's atonement and the lack of explicit biblical evidence for an 
intermediate state of purification. The debate reflects broader theological diƯerences 
between Catholic and Protestant understandings of salvation and the afterlife. 
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 For a 5-year-old: 

Imagine an apple. An apple has three parts: the skin, the flesh, and the seeds. All three 
parts make up one apple, but they each have a diƯerent role. The Trinity is kind of like 
that. There is one God, but He is made up of three parts: the Father, the Son (Jesus), and 
the Holy Spirit. They are all God, just like the skin, flesh, and seeds are all parts of the 
apple. 

 

 For a 16-year-old: 

Think about water. Water can exist in three diƯerent forms: solid (ice), liquid, and gas 
(steam). Even though it changes forms, it's still water. Similarly, the Trinity consists of 
three distinct persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—but they are all the same one God. 
Each person of the Trinity has a unique role, but they are all fully God, working together in 
unity. 

 

 For a 30-year-old: 

The concept of the Trinity is one of the foundational mysteries of Christianity. It teaches 
that God is one being who exists in three distinct persons: the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. This is not a division of God's essence but rather a description of His relational 
and functional distinctions. Think of it like a single being who is wholly and completely 
expressed in three diƯerent persons, each fully God yet distinct in their personhood and 
roles within the Godhead. The Father is often seen as the Creator, the Son as the 
Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit as the Sustainer and Comforter. Understanding the Trinity 
is more about appreciating the relational nature of God rather than trying to dissect His 
essence fully.  
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The lyrics to the hymn "Amazing Grace" are as follows: 
 
*Amazing grace! How sweet the sound* 
*That saved a wretch like me.* 
*I once was lost, but now am found;* 
*Was blind, but now I see.* 
 
*'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,* 
*And grace my fears relieved;* 
*How precious did that grace appear* 
*The hour I first believed.* 
 
*Through many dangers, toils, and snares,* 
*I have already come;* 
*'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,* 
*And grace will lead me home.* 
 
*The Lord has promised good to me,* 
*His word my hope secures;* 
*He will my shield and portion be* 
*As long as life endures.* 
 
*Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail,* 
*And mortal life shall cease,* 
*I shall possess, within the veil,* 
*A life of joy and peace.* 
 
*The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,* 
*The sun forbear to shine;* 
*But God, who called me here below,* 
*Will be forever mine.* 
 
*When we've been there ten thousand years,* 
*Bright shining as the sun,* 
*We've no less days to sing God's praise* 
*Than when we first begun.* 
 
These verses capture the essence of the hymn, though there are variations in diƯerent 
versions and some versions include additional verses. 
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Here are some outlines with biblical references on the topics of wealth and money: 
 
 Outline 1: Biblical Perspectives on Wealth 
 
I. Wealth as a Blessing 
   - Genesis 12:2 - God’s promise to Abraham includes blessings and prosperity. 
   - Proverbs 10:22 - "The blessing of the Lord brings wealth, without painful toil for it." 
 
II. Wealth as a Responsibility 
   - Luke 12:48 - "To whom much is given, much will be required." 
   - 1 Timothy 6:17-19 - Instructions to the wealthy on how to use their resources wisely 
and generously. 
 
III. Dangers of Wealth 
   - Matthew 6:24 - "You cannot serve both God and money." 
   - 1 Timothy 6:9-10 - Warning about the love of money being the root of all kinds of evil. 
 
IV. Generosity and Wealth 
   - 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 - Encouragement to give generously and cheerfully. 
   - Proverbs 11:24-25 - The principle of generous giving leading to greater blessings. 
 
 Outline 2: Managing Wealth Wisely 
 
I. Trusting God over Wealth 
   - Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trust in the Lord with all your heart, not in your own understanding. 
   - Matthew 6:19-21 - Store up treasures in heaven, not on earth. 
 
II. Stewardship 
   - Matthew 25:14-30 - The Parable of the Talents emphasizes responsible management of 
God-given resources. 
   - 1 Peter 4:10 - Using gifts to serve others as faithful stewards of God’s grace. 
 
III. Avoiding Debt 
   - Proverbs 22:7 - "The borrower is servant to the lender." 
   - Romans 13:8 - "Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 
another." 
 
IV. Planning and Saving 
   - Proverbs 21:5 - "The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to 
poverty." 
   - Genesis 41:34-36 - Joseph’s plan to save during years of plenty for the years of famine. 
 
 Outline 3: Wealth, Contentment, and Generosity 
 
I. Contentment 
   - Philippians 4:11-13 - Paul speaks about being content in any circumstance. 
   - 1 Timothy 6:6-8 - "Godliness with contentment is great gain." 
 
II. The Purpose of Wealth 
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   - Deuteronomy 8:18 - Remembering that it is God who gives the ability to produce 
wealth. 
   - Proverbs 3:9-10 - Honouring the Lord with wealth and receiving blessings in return. 
 
III. Generosity as a Lifestyle 
   - Acts 20:35 - "It is more blessed to give than to receive." 
   - Luke 6:38 - "Give, and it will be given to you." 
 
IV. Wealth and Eternal Perspective 
   - Mark 10:17-27 - The rich young ruler and the challenge of prioritizing eternal life over 
material wealth. 
   - James 1:9-11 - The temporary nature of wealth and the importance of spiritual humility. 
 
 Outline 4: Warnings and Promises about Wealth 
 
I. Warnings about Wealth 
   - Matthew 19:23-24 - Jesus' warning about the diƯiculty for the rich to enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 
   - James 5:1-6 - A warning to the rich about the misuse of wealth and exploitation of 
others. 
 
II. Promises to the Faithful 
   - Malachi 3:10 - God's promise to bless those who are faithful in tithing. 
   - Philippians 4:19 - God will supply all needs according to His riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
III. Balancing Wealth and Faith 
   - Proverbs 30:7-9 - A prayer for neither poverty nor riches, but daily bread. 
   - Hebrews 13:5 - Keeping life free from the love of money and being content with what 
one has. 
 
IV. Ultimate Treasure 
   - Colossians 3:1-2 - Setting hearts on things above, not on earthly things. 
   - Matthew 6:33 - Seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. 
 
These outlines can be used to structure sermons, Bible studies, or personal reflection on 
the biblical teachings related to wealth and money. 
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Lesson Plan: The Sermon on the Mount 

Objective: Students will understand the key teachings of Jesus in the Sermon on the 
Mount and learn how to apply them in their daily lives. 

Materials Needed: 

 Bibles (one for each student) 
 Whiteboard and markers 
 Handouts with key verses and discussion questions 
 Paper and pens for students 
 Optional: Multimedia presentation with images and videos related to the Sermon 

on the Mount 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Introduction (10 minutes) 
o Welcome the students and open with a prayer. 
o Briefly introduce the Sermon on the Mount, explaining that it is a collection 

of Jesus’ teachings found in Matthew chapters 5-7. 
o Highlight the importance of these teachings in Christian life and their 

impact on ethical and moral living. 

2. Bible Reading (15 minutes) 
o Divide the students into small groups and assign each group a passage 

from the Sermon on the Mount to read aloud. Suggested passages: 
 The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12) 
 Salt and Light (Matthew 5:13-16) 
 Teaching about the Law (Matthew 5:17-20) 
 Teaching about Anger (Matthew 5:21-26) 
 Teaching about Adultery (Matthew 5:27-30) 
 Teaching about Divorce (Matthew 5:31-32) 
 Teaching about Oaths (Matthew 5:33-37) 
 Teaching about Retaliation (Matthew 5:38-42) 
 Love for Enemies (Matthew 5:43-48) 
 Teaching about Giving to the Needy (Matthew 6:1-4) 
 The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:5-15) 
 Teaching about Fasting (Matthew 6:16-18) 
 Teaching about Treasures in Heaven (Matthew 6:19-24) 
 Do Not Worry (Matthew 6:25-34) 
 Judging Others (Matthew 7:1-6) 
 Ask, Seek, Knock (Matthew 7:7-12) 
 The Narrow and Wide Gates (Matthew 7:13-14) 
 True and False Prophets (Matthew 7:15-20) 
 True and False Disciples (Matthew 7:21-23) 
 The Wise and Foolish Builders (Matthew 7:24-29) 
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3. Discussion (20 minutes) 
o Bring the class back together and ask each group to summarize their 

passage. 
o Discuss the key themes and messages of each passage. Use the following 

questions to guide the discussion: 
 What is Jesus teaching in this passage? 
 How can we apply this teaching to our lives today? 
 What challenges might we face in living out this teaching? 

o Write key points on the whiteboard for visual reference. 

4. Activity: Beatitudes Reflection (15 minutes) 
o Hand out paper and pens to the students. 
o Ask them to write down one Beatitude (Matthew 5:3-12) that stands out to 

them and why. 
o Encourage them to reflect on how this Beatitude applies to their current life 

situation. 
o Allow a few students to share their reflections with the class. 

5. Application: Living the Teachings (15 minutes) 
o Discuss practical ways to incorporate the teachings of the Sermon on the 

Mount into daily life. 
o Break into pairs and have students brainstorm ways they can live out one of 

the teachings in their community, school, or family. 
o Share ideas with the larger group and encourage students to commit to one 

specific action for the coming week. 

6. Conclusion (5 minutes) 
o Summarize the key points of the lesson. 
o Encourage students to revisit the Sermon on the Mount in their personal 

Bible study. 
o Close with a prayer, asking God for the strength and wisdom to live out the 

teachings of Jesus. 

Handout: Key Verses and Discussion Questions 

 Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12) 
o What does each Beatitude mean? 
o How can we embody these qualities in our lives? 

 Salt and Light (Matthew 5:13-16) 
o How can we be the salt of the earth and the light of the world? 
o Why is it important to let our light shine before others? 

 The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) 
o What are the key components of the Lord’s Prayer? 
o How can this prayer guide our own prayer life? 

 Do Not Worry (Matthew 6:25-34) 
o What reasons does Jesus give for not worrying? 
o How can we practice trusting God in times of anxiety? 

By using this lesson plan, students will gain a deeper understanding of the Sermon on the 
Mount and be equipped to apply its teachings in their daily lives. 

 


